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President Sam Ackley called the meeting to order at 10:09 a.m.  A quorum was present: 

 

Present: 

Sam Ackley, President 

Scott Rosenbalm, Vice Chair 

Terry Blanc, Past President 

Janet Ebright, Secretary 

Tod Rosinbum, Treasurer 

Jeff Kent 

Gary Lee  

Doug Morten* 

Tom McGowan 

 

Absent: 

Linda Spurgeon 

Brant Wolf 

Joe Mitchell 

Guests: 

Dave Barks, Standards Committee Chair 

Yvonne Litaker, Google Oregon 

Peter Griffen, Osmose 

Stuart Sloan, Consumers Power 

Dana Leibhaber, BPA 

Clinton Curtis, Hood River Electric Co-op 

Kammi Austin, Merina & Co 

Tom Jorgenson, CenturyLink 

 

Staff: 

Laureal Williams 

 

 

 

Minutes MOTION:  Moved by Jeff Kent and seconded by Janet Ebright to approve the  

  minutes of the March 17, 2016, Board meeting as corrected with minor revisions. 

  Motion passed. 

 

Treasurer’s  Treasurer Tod Rosinbum reviewed the financial statements provided in the packet. 

Report:  

MOTION:  Moved by Tom McGowan and seconded by Scott Rosenbalm to 

approve the financial report as submitted.  Motion passed. 

 

Audit Report 

Kammi Austin summarized the audit recently completed for the Association for 

fiscal years 2014 and 2015.  She noted a control deficiency with regard to board 

oversight of financials, recommending that the board review bank statements and 

the check register and that the Treasurer be provided with electronic access to the 

bank account.   

 

In the discussion that followed, she addressed questions from the Board.  Kammi 

noted that in her experience, audits are typically requested when required by law 

or by policy set by an organization’s governing body.  When asked about 

appropriate schedule to conduct a solicited audit by an organization such OJUA 

(with regard to size, complexity, and quantity of financial transactions), Kammi 

indicated that scheduling an audit every five years could be considered adequate. 
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In reviewing the audit recommendations, it was the consensus of the Board to 

forward the recommendations to the Executive Committee for consideration.   

 

The Board discussed the viability of revising the schedule of two-year review and 

two-year audit schedule.  It was the consensus of the Board to re-evaluate that 

schedule, determining that this may be too aggressive based on the comments 

provided by the auditor.   

 

Committee Publicity and Education   Staff reviewed a summary of the feedback provided on 

the event evaluations from the 2016 Spring Training.  Tom Jorgenson reviewed 

Committee’s consideration of changing the format of the program to provide a 

single-day NESC 101-type of program focusing on how to use/read the 2017 code 

as well as identify common violations; a two-day training tentatively titled NESC 

201 would follow.  The two-day event is patterned after the current training 

program and would include an emphasis on the 2017 code changes.   

 

 The Board discussed the changes under consideration by the Committee and 

considered them to be an enhancement to the event, noting with special emphasis 

the NESC 101 program will provide some targeted, basic training for field 

personnel.  Tom noted that the Committee will be examining other venue options 

in addition to the proposed changes in the program.   

 

Conflict Resolution  No report at this time.  Sam noted that his organization has 

been having issues with locating companies in southern Oregon.  Terry Blanc 

indicated that Oregon One Call (OUNC) and similar organizations may be able to 

provide assistance.   

   

Inspection/Correction Efficiency   Gary Lee noted that the Committee has not met 

recently and is waiting to meet until a pilot program undertaken by PGE 

progresses further to solicit feedback on how the process is working.  Janet 

Ebright concurred and thought that the timing might be right to have a meeting 

later this summer.   

 

Mapping Project  No update at this time. 

 

Joint Inspection Subcommittee Report   Terry Blanc reported that the 

Subcommittee is continuing its work on the inspection best practices manual; the 

manual is likely to be finished up at the next Subcommittee meeting in 

anticipation of providing it to attendees at the Annual Meeting.  Terry noted that 

limited progress has been made on the statistical tool.  Of note, Jerry Donovan 

will be stepping down from his co-chair position on the Subcommittee and will be 

looking to the Board for direction on his replacement.   

 

Standards Committee   Staff provided an update on the Committee’s revisions to 

the tri-fold and ongoing revisions of the Standards Manual.  Terry Blanc 

addressed the concept of the Standards Committee assuming responsibility for 
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reviewing code change recommendations as a regular agenda item.  Danna 

Liebhaber concurred that comments from a collaborative industry group such as 

OJUA would be very valuable in the code review process. 

 

Executive Committee   Scott Rosenbalm provided an update on the Committee’s 

activities to date.  The Committee will be focused on the Annual Meeting 

program in the next few months. 

 

Industry Jeff Kent noted that in the Utah market his company is repeatedly being 

Updates approached by companies with non-traditional technology to deploy on the poles. 

PacifiCorp is dealing with some companies that have been denied access because 

they are not a defined provider.  Jeff cautioned that others in the industry might 

be approached by the same types of companies.   

 

Jeff also reported that PacifiCorp is shifting its focus for new attachment on post-

construction inspections rather than pre-inspections for entities in good standing 

with existing attachments.  The hope is that this will speed up the initial 

construction approval process.  

 

  Sam Ackley noted that net neutrality was upheld by the district court indicating 

the FCC does have the ability to regulate internet service. 

 

Old   2016 Annual Meeting Update – The Executive Committee anticipates finalizing 

Business  the program schedule at its July meeting.  Terry Blanc noted that Danna 

Liebhaber is confirmed to make a presentation on the 2017 NESC Code changes 

 

Adjourn There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 12:23 p.m. 


