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Oregon Joint Use Association 

Meeting Minutes 
Clackamas Community College ~ Wilsonville, Oregon  

Thursday March 19, 2015 

 

President Terry Blanc called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m.  A quorum was present: 

 

Present: 

Terry Blanc, President 

Janet Ebright, Past President  

Sam Ackley, Vice President 

Scott Rosenbalm, Secretary 

Scott Wheeler, Treasurer 

Brant Wolf 

Jeff Kent 

Gary Lee 

Linda Spurgeon 

Doug Morten 

Tom McGowan 

Guests: 

Jeff VanLoo 

Jerry Donovan  

Stuart Sloan 

 

Staff: 

Laureal Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Addition to the Agenda under ‘New Business’:  NJUNS processing at CenturyLink 

 

Special Order of Business: 

MOTION:  Moved by Gary Lee and seconded by Jeff Kent to approve the appointment of Brant 

Wolf to serve as the Oregon Telecom Representative to serve the remainder of Mark Beaudry’s 

term.  Motion passed.   

 

MOTION:  Moved by Gary Lee and seconded by Jeff Kent to approve the appointment of Tod 

Rosinbum to serve as the Large Municipalities representative.  Motion passed. 

 

Member Input:  None provided. 

 

Minutes MOTION:  Moved by Gary Lee and seconded by Doug Morten to approve the December 18, 

2014, minutes as corrected. 

Motion passed. 

 

Treasurer’s  Scott Wheeler reviewed the financial statements noting positive revenues for the year. 

Report:  

MOTION:  Moved by Sam Ackley and seconded by Scott Rosenbaum to approve the financial 

report as submitted.  Motion passed. 

 

Committee 

Reports  Publicity & Education – Committee Chair Jeff VanLoo reported that the Spring Training 

Workshop Jeopardy games have been submitted to Dave Marne for review.  Jeff noted that Dave 

has suggested replacing the Myth Busters portion of the program with a session about Industry 

Hot Topics.  At the recommendation of the Board, Jeff will update the PUC Safety Staff 

registered for the workshop about any items Dave identifies for the Hot Topics discussion.  Jeff 
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noted that the P & E Committee will continue to meet twice a month until the Spring Training 

event.  Jeff addressed questions from the Board about an enrollment cap, the venue,  logistical 

preparations for this year’s event, and the availability of continuing education credits for the 

participants (OJUA offers professional development hours). 

 

Conflict Resolution – Committee Chair Jeff Kent indicated that there are currently no conflicts 

under consideration by the Committee.  Jeff encouraged interested parties to contact him directly 

if they to talk about the conflict resolution process and how OJUA may be able to assist.  Jeff 

addressed questions from the Board about the membership of the Committee.  While indicating 

that the membership did represent a balanced reflection of the industry, Jeff will review the 

current Committee roster to update it and reaffirm diversification of its membership.   

 

Inspection/Correction Efficiency (ICE) – With the assistance of Committee Co-chairs Gary Lee 

and Janet Ebright, the Board reviewed the history, purpose, and goal of the ICE Committee.  At 

its most recent meeting in January, the Committee reviewed a letter that OPUC will include with 

its violation reports to entities through the state; the purpose of the letter is to introduce the 

concept of ‘one person to the pole’ in order to solicit participation in joint inspection/correction 

processes.  Tom McGowan noted that it is inherent on board members to personally engage their 

representative membership (OTA, Co-ops, Munis, etc.) about this as well.   

 

Doug Morten raised the issue of constrained right of way as a topic that the ICE Committee 

might be able to address; Janet Ebright suggested that the issue more likely falls within the 

purview of the Standards Committee and recommended contacting Committee Chair David 

Barks.   

 

Linda Spurgeon provided an update on the Mapping Project, noting that the timely completion of 

the project is contingent on the timely submission of usable data from operators.  Linda indicated 

that she will work with Dave Chaney to develop a data solicitation letter for distribution by the 

Association to its membership and other operators.  She hopes to provide this letter to the ICE 

Committee at its next meeting (scheduled for May 7)   

 

 Joint Inspection/Correction Subcommittee (JIS) – Committee Co-Chairs Jerry Donovan and 

Scott Wheeler provided an update on the Committee’s recent activities.  Jerry indicated that the 

Committee present an update of its work products at the 2015 Annual Meeting, including: a 

matrix of common joint violations, a supporting PowerPoint presentation of violations and 

related fixes, a draft of the Inspection Correction Best Practices Training Manual, and a sample 

statistical model to help evaluate the effectiveness of joint inspection programs   

 

Linda Spurgeon asked if a demonstration of the mapping product would be appropriate for the 

Annual Meeting.  President Blanc confirmed that room for it has been provided on the program 

schedule.   

 

Standards Committee – Committee Member Scott Wheeler reported on the progress of the 

Standards Committee, noting specific work on the grandfather matrix.  Additionally, he relayed 

the Committee’s recommendation to the Board that the OJUA supply a formal comment on the 

proposed changes for Rule 215C under consideration by the NESC.  The Committee reached out 

to Dave Marne to determine if it would be worthwhile to develop a work product related to the 
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rule.  Dave Marne instead suggested that the Association provide a comment on the proposed 

changes to the rule.  As a result, the Committee is recommending that the Association send a 

brief comment asking the reviewing subcommittee to clarify rather than complicate the rule.  The 

Board engaged in a discussion about the comment submission process, noting that the final text 

will be reviewed and approved by the Executive Committee prior to submission.   

 

Jerry Donovan provided an update on the Committee’s work related to the PUC Letter Index, 

noting that letters from 2004 and newer will be solicited from safety staff for posting on the 

association website.   

 

Executive Committee – Committee Chair Sam Ackley provided an update on the group’s recent 

activities.  He summarized a letter to Representative Brian Clem (chair of the Rural 

Communities, Land Use and Water Committee) regarding HB 2460 as provided in the meeting 

materials, noting the Association’s concerns about the bill.  The Board briefly discussed the 

implications of HB 2460.  Sam also provided an update on the membership drive, noting that the 

Committee had targeted CLECs for the first round of mailings.  The Board discussed future 

targets and the related strategies for the membership drive.   

 

Sam concluded with a brief update on the 2015 Annual Meeting, noting that it is scheduled for 

October 1 and 2 at the Pelican Pub in Pacific City.  More information about the program will be 

provided later. 

 

 

Industry Updates  

Electric Operator Workshop - President Terry Blanc reported on a letter issued by the PUC to 

electric operators in Oregon.  The letter indicated that an electric’s ability to use grandfathering 

for clearances will be severely limited.  The PUC has recognized this impact with regard to how 

customers will be effected in terms of the cost and timeframe for making related corrections.  In 

response to those concerns, the PUC will host a workshop on April 10 and has asked that two 

individuals from each area of the electric industry participate.  The group will be working on 

long-term solutions; citizen groups may eventually be involved as well as others to help clarify 

expectations.   

 

The Board discussed the impact that limitations on the ability to grandfather clearances may have 

on the industry as a whole (not just electric operators), noting the potential addition of citizen 

groups into the process as an interesting element.  It was the consensus of the Board to monitor 

the current efforts by the workshop participants, reserving judgement on the Association’s 

involvement in the process (potentially through the development of an ad hoc committee) for 

now.   

 

Washington Rulemaking – Jeff Kent provided an update on the Washington Pole Attachment 

rulemaking.  Noting that the effort began last July; Jeff reported that the commission staff has 

distributed two draft sets of rules to the industry for comment and feedback.  The process has 

also included a workshop to solicit input.  Although he is uncertain of what the next steps will 

be, Jeff noted that contentious issues include over lashing, mandatory pole replacements, and 

concerns that any rulemaking should also include safety and related penalties.   
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Google Fiber – At the Board’s request, Sam Ackley provided a brief status report on Google 

Fiber’s potential entry into Oregon as a service provider.    

 

Old Business  

No old business to discuss.  

 

New Business 

NJUNS Processing at CenturyLink – Tom McGowan informed the Board that the consolidated 

NJUNS processes introduced recently will be revised and re-issued within the next 30 days.  

Tom asked that if anyone using contractors to do processing, please advise them of the changes 

when they are issued.   

 

Adjourn There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 12:53 p.m. 

 

 


