
Oregon Joint Use Association 
Meeting Minutes 

Northern Wasco PUD – The Dalles 
Thursday, June 13, 2013 

 
 
President Tom McGowan called the meeting to order at 10:11 a.m.  A quorum was present: 
 

Present: 
Tom McGowan 
Scott Wheeler 
Janet Ebright* 
Sam Ackley 
Terry Blanc 
Scott Wheeler 
Scott Rosenbalm 
Stuart Sloan 
Doug Morten 
Richard Gray 

     *via teleconference 
 

Staff: 
Jessica Carpenter 
Genoa Ingram 

Not Present: 
Jeff Kent 
Mark Beaudry 
Gary Lee 

 
Guests:   
Paul Titus, Northern Wasco PUD  
Jerry Donovan, PGE 
Mark Simonson, UC Synergetic 
Bob O’Connell, Central Electric Cooperative 
Ken Saether, CWA,  Local 7906 
Brooke Sisco, Columbia River PUD* 

 
 
 

 
Member  There was no member input. 
Input 
 
Minutes MOTION:  Moved by Doug Morten and seconded by Scott Rosenbalm to 

approve March 21 minutes as presented with two revisions:   
  Doug Morten to be recorded as absent;   
  Include meeting location (Comcast) 

Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s  Terry Blanc reported that he, Tom and staff had met with the CPA regarding  
Report: previous journal entries and noted the value in reporting on an accrual basis 

versus a cash basis.    He advised Board members that a new policy may be 
forthcoming that will standardize all reports.   

 
Terry also reviewed the financial documents, noting that total income for the 
YTD is $55,774.73; with approximately $15,600.00 still outstanding in 
Membership Dues invoices.  Total expenses YTD are $16,778.23.  Net income 
YTD is $38,996.50.  A full accounts receivable summary has been provided.   

 
MOTION:  Moved by Stuart Sloan and seconded by Sam Ackley to approve the 
treasurer report as submitted.  Motion passed. 
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Committee  Publicity & Education:  Jerry Donovan provided a recap of the recent Spring 
Reports:  Training Event and noted comments received by attendees.  He also touched on  

future venues and potential presenters, including the return of Dave Marne who 
was very well received.  Jerry committed to summarize the evaluations for the 
Board’s review.  Tom McGowan complimented the Committee on the successful 
program and financial results.  Sam Ackley suggested assisting with outreach 
training for entities unable to attend.   

 
Conflict Resolution: No cases received. 

 
Inspection/Correction Efficiency Committee Janet Ebright summarized the 
minutes of the Inspection/Correction Efficiency Committee, including 
identification of the scope, goals, meeting dates and a target date for the final 
report which is to be completed by the OJUA Annual Meeting in October.  A 
recent survey of Committee members indicated that the best meeting dates during 
the next three months are are:   

  Monday, June 24, 9:00 a.m.;  
  Wednesday, July 24, 9:00 a.m.; and  
  Monday, August 19, 9:00 a.m.    

Tom McGowan agreed to send a copy of the Committee minutes to Lori Koho 
with the clarification that goals may be subject to further refinement.  

 
Standards:  Staff summarized the Standards Committee minutes, reporting that 
the Committee’s focus was on the updating of PacifiCorp’s Grandfathering 
Matrix.  Tom McGowan added that the Standards Chair would be providing 
additional reports to the Executive Committee.  Richard Gray asked for 
clarification of the streetlight issue which is next on the Committee’s agenda 
following completion of the Matrix.  Jerry Donovan explained that the focus 
would be on the required NESC clearance.   

 
Executive Committee:  Janet Ebright reported that the focus had been on financial 
reporting and the ICE Committee.  Annual Meeting planning will be addressed 
later today on the Board agenda.  

 
Legislative Committee:  Richard Gray provided a brief overview of some of the 
legislation that has been addressed during this session including Department 
budgets and a bill that prohibits certain electric transmission lines over farmland. 
The Committee is in need of a pole owner representative.   

 
Industry Signs on Utility Poles   Richard Gray reported that PGE and the City of Portland  
Updates  had conversations regarding the impact of signs on utility poles, potentially 

placing PGE out of compliance with the NESC.  As a result, the City will no 
longer put signs on utility poles unless necessary.  Janet noted that there were 
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times when there was no other option than to place the sign on the pole.  Doug 
Morten asked if there was a standard for where signs were to be placed.  Board 
members discussed and concluded that there was no defined standard; new 
climbing apparatus had helped address some of the safety issues.  

 
Small Cell Technology   Tom McGowan reported that small cell technology was 
beginning to become more pervasive in some of the metropolitan areas such as 
Phoenix and Houston.  He explained that these are the distributed antennae 
systems.   

 
UM 1643  Tom McGowan reported on the petition by communications industry to 
be granted a waiver (deferral) by virtue of implied consent in the event an 
operator did not respond to a request for a deferral.  He reported that following the 
May 31 meeting, the Administrative Law Judge had taken a proposed schedule to 
the Commissioners.  The Commission responded by suspending the docket in 
favor of moving toward a workshop approach.   
 
Terry Blanc added that the Board may want to consider how the OJUA would 
participate in the workshop.  Prior to suspension of the Docket, Centurylink and 
the other parties had offered a settlement; however, the docket was suspended 
before the settlement was acted on.  The timing of the suspension had come as a 
surprise to many of the parties.    
 
Stuart Sloan remarked that that the outcome of the Docket would be impacted by 
the workshop process, creating an intermingling of the two divisions:   the Docket 
relates to Division 24 and the focus of the workshop appears to be Division 28.  
The Board discussed which OJUA Committee might best be suited to address a 
recommendation to the Commission on how the Division 28 rules are working.  
 
Terry Blanc suggested that OJUA’s response might include a statement that the 
rules represent a brokered compromise and a give and take approach that does not 
favor one group over another.  He also recommended that once the workshop has 
been scheduled, the Board should meet to discuss issues and get on the same 
page.  He added that the question of how the rules are working is a broad query 
and it might have been better for the Commission to have requested actual data.  

 
It was noted that the Disposition document issued by the OPUC relating to 
suspension of docket UM 1643 (EXHIBIT A) included direction to the OPUC 
staff to work with the Commissioners and interested persons to identify a date for 
the workshop and to develop an agenda.  Stuart suggested requesting a work 
session to discuss agenda items.  Ken Saether stated that the OJUA has an 
obligation to educate the Commissioners on the history of the rules, how the two 
chapters vary and how they are working for various entities.  Bob O’Connell 
discussed with the Board the prioritization of repairs and timeframes.  Paul Titus 
questioned if the OJUA could provide an unbiased opinion when some members 
represent the petitioners. 
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Janet Ebright noted that the Association has been in that position previously and 
had discussions on both sides; however, the OJUA has found itself capable of 
finding middle ground and reach a brokered compromise.  This workshop 
presents an additional scenario where that compromise can occur.  

 
By consensus, the Board supported a proactive approach to educating OPUC staff 
to offer assistance with establishment of an agenda, identification of a date for the 
workshop, and establishment of a working timeline.  

 
New   OJUA Annual Meeting   The 2013 Annual Meeting will be held in Newport on 
Business  October 10 and 11.   An agenda is currently being developed by the Executive  

Committee.  This year the Board meeting will be held on Thursday morning, prior 
to the start of the Annual Meeting.   

 
OJUA Annual Meeting Location – 2014   Board members were asked to submit 
location preferences for the 2014 Annual Meeting.  Suggestions including a return 
to 7th Mountain Resort, the Best Western – Hood River, and Pelican Pub on the 
Coast. 

 
Future Board Vacancy   Doug Morten reported that his position on the OJUA 
Board is completely voluntary and he currently has no financial backing from his 
City or the League.  However, he would like to continue on the Board and there is 
the possibility that position could be funded through the City’s Public Works 
budget.  Should that option be approved, he is considering running again for the 
Board position.  

 
Adjourn There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 12:26 p.m. 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

 

 


