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Chair Dan Wittmer called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.   
Present





Dan Wittmer, Emerald PUD, Chair
David Barks, McMinnville Water & Light

Corey Cook, Pacific Power

Jerry Donovan, PGE

Scott Jennings, Frontier
Gary Payne, CenturyLINK

Gary Putnam, OPUC Staff

Bill Hamelman, Frontier

OJUA Staff

Genoa Ingram
Approval of Minutes

MOTION:  Moved by David Barks and seconded by Corey Cook to approve the minutes of the May 16, 2012 meeting as corrected to reflect discussions regarding OPUC Safety Inspection Reports and Response Time.  Motion passed.
Old Business
Mapping:  Chair Wittmer reported that he had messaged Dave Chaney regarding what entities are missing and is waiting to hear back from him.
Grandfathering:  The Grandfathering Matrix from 2011 was distributed for discussion purposes only.  Corey will forward the updated version to staff which contains the 2012 column and updated references in the left column.  Gary Putnam noted that staff has some issues due to discrepancy in jurisdiction by the NEC and NESC.  He suggested adding an NEC reference for OJUA purposes, noting that not all companies inspect to NEC standards.  Gary also indicated that staff had issues with minimum basic clearances of 10 feet.  Standards for Basic Clearances were discussed (EXHIBIT A).
It was noted that the Executive Committee had recommended updating Codes and Abbreviations and other work products.  Bill Hamelman relayed that Scott Wheeler had suggested holding off on the communication side for now. 

OPUC Time Frames:  Chair Wittmer recalled that current time frames are a) immediate, b) two-year, and 3) ten-year.  Gary Putnam explained that 30 day time frames are immediate; other conditions are well beyond the two-year inspection; ten year deferrals should be few and far between.  He stated that it was never the PUC’s intent to allow conditions to run past the two-year period.

Jerry Donovan responded that imminent danger requires immediate treatment and that there is confusion due to PUC staff’s usage of the word “immediate hazard”.   He added that a situation falls into the immediate hazard category, PGE ramps it up and deals with it immediately.  However, it muddies the water to use the term “imminent hazard” since the difference in such terms as “imminent danger” and “immediate hazard” is unclear.  If it is a hazard, it is a hazard.  
Dave Barks explained McMinnville Water and Light’s approach to a plan of corrections:  following inspection, a list is created of everything to fix.  The list is divided up, everyone is notified and then a plan is put into place allowing two years to address all issues.  He asked what the understanding was regarding the two years—whether it was two years from the date found or from the date notified.  Corey confirmed that it was two years from notification.  She clarified that the plan must come in within 60 days of notification and that plan drives the correction date.  Corey concluded that the issue needs more discussion and preparation, adding that companies cannot tell other companies what their policy should be and how to implement it.  Specific examples should be reviewed by OPUC staff and standards should be well in agreement. 

New Business
Request from OJUA Board:  Chair Dan Wittmer reported that the Board has asked to do a presentation next Spring Training on Grandfathering, specifically, a discussion regarding different types of findings and the approach to applying the Grandfathering Matrix.  He requested input from Committee members regarding how the matrix is applied in their typical installations. 

P&E Committee:  Jerry Donovan stated that it was a goal to achieve equal representation on the Committee by power, communication and cable.  He also emphasized the need to have clear answers in the Jeopardy portion so as not to lose the trust of the linemen. 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be the third Wednesday, September 19 (3rd Wednesday) at 10:00 a.m. in the Salem office.    
Adjourn

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:46 a.m.
EXHIBT A

OAR 860-024-0016 
Minimum Vegetation Clearance Requirements
(1) For purposes of this rule: 

(a) "Readily climbable" means vegetation having both of the following characteristics: 

(A) Low limbs, accessible from the ground and sufficiently close together so that the vegetation can be climbed by a child or average person without using a ladder or other special equipment; and 

(B) A main stem or major branch that would support a child or average person either within arms' reach of an uninsulated energized electric line or within such proximity to the electric line that the climber could be injured by direct or indirect contact with the line. 

(b) "Vegetation" means trees, shrubs, and any other woody plants.

(c) "Volts" means nominal voltage levels, measured phase-to-phase.

(2) The requirements in this rule provide the minimum standards for conductor clearances from vegetation to provide safety for the public and utility workers, reasonable service continuity, and fire prevention. Each operator of electric supply facilities must have a vegetation management program and keep appropriate records to ensure that timely trimming is accomplished to keep the designated minimum clearances. These records must be made available to the Commission upon request. 

(3) Each operator of electric supply facilities must trim or remove vegetation to maintain clearances from electric supply conductors. 

(4) Each operator of electric supply facilities must trim or remove readily climbable vegetation as specified in section (5) of this rule to minimize the likelihood of direct or indirect access to a high voltage conductor by a member of the public or any unauthorized person. 

(5) Under reasonably anticipated operational conditions, an operator of electric supply facilities must maintain the following minimum clearances of vegetation from conductors:

(a) Ten feet for conductors energized above 200,000 volts. 

(b) Seven and one-half feet for conductors energized at 50,001 through 200,000 volts. 

(c) Five feet for conductors energized at 600 through 50,000 volts. 

(A) Clearances may be reduced to three feet if the vegetation is not readily climbable. 

(B) Intrusion of limited small branches and new tree growth into this minimum clearance area is acceptable provided the vegetation does not come closer than six inches to the conductor.

(6) For conductors energized below 600 volts, an operator of electric supply facilities must trim vegetation to prevent it from causing strain or abrasion on electric conductors. Where trimming or removal of vegetation is not practical, the operator of electric supply facilities must install suitable material or devices to avoid insulation damage by abrasion. 

(7) In determining the extent of trimming required to maintain the clearances required in section (5) of this rule, the operator of electric supply facilities must consider at minimum the following factors for each conductor: 

(a) Voltage; 

(b) Location; 

(c) Configuration; 

(d) Sag of conductors at elevated temperatures and under wind and ice loading; and 

(e) Growth habit, strength, and health of vegetation growing adjacent to the conductor, with the combined displacement of the vegetation, supporting structures, and conductors under adverse weather or routine wind conditions. 

Stat. Auth.: ORS 183, 756, 757 & 758
Stats. Implemented: ORS 757.035 & 758.280 - 758.286
Hist.: PUC 9-2006, f. & cert. ef. 9-28-06; PUC 5-2007, f. & cert .ef. 5-14-07 
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