
 Oregon Joint Use Association

Standards Committee

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, May 18, 2011
Chair Dan Wittmer called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.   
Present





Dan Wittmer, Emerald PUD, Chair
David Barks, McMinnville Water & Light

Paul Birkeland, OPUC

Corey Cook, PacifiCorp

Tim Hesselman, Frontier
Jim McGuire, PGE

Dan McGraw, Qwest 
Gary Payne, Qwest
Scott Wheeler, Comcast
Mark Simonson, UC Synergetic 
OJUA Staff

Genoa Ingram

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the March 16, 2011 were approved as presented.  
Committee Priorities

The Committee discussed whether “Boxing the Pole” should remain as a Committee priority or if the issue had been resolved.   Corey suggested submitting a letter to OPUC safety staff seeking clarification of OPUC’s commentary on the IEEE decision; it was felt that IEEE did not address the question.  Paul Birkeland cited OAR 860-024-012 which provides the following directives:

 (1) A violation of the Commission Safety Rules that poses an imminent danger to life or property must be repaired, disconnected, or isolated by the operator immediately after discovery. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided by this rule, the operator must correct violations of Commission Safety Rules no later than two years after discovery. 

(3) An operator may elect to defer correction of violations of the Commission Safety Rules that pose little or no foreseeable risk of danger to life or property to correction during the next major work activity. 

(a) In no event shall a deferral under this section extend for more than ten years after discovery. 
Chair Wittmer agreed to draft the letter to the OPUC safety staff.  Corey suggested requesting an exemption for those cases where all parties agree that no imminent danger exists.  

Chair Wittmer recapped the remaining Committee priorities:

· Grandfathering
· Mapping Updates
· Street Light
· Pole Attachment Application Form

Street Light Discussion (Carried over from Spring Training)
Corey asked for additional clarification on street lights, specifically whether the 40” is measured from the point of the connecters.  The Committee discussed exceptions for street lights to be in communication space and acknowledged that that there had been areas of controversy during Spring Training.  Paul Birkeland allowed that some violations may have been written in error.  He asked Corey if inspectors are looking for the connector wire and measuring down 40” from that point.  Corey responded affirmatively, adding that some connectors are 1-2 feet down.

New Business
Tri-fold Correction   Committee members discussed an error in the OAR site listed in the tri-fold.  Staff reported that the correction had been addressed at the direction of the Executive Committee.
Requests from Executive Committee   Chair Wittmer noted two issues referred from the Executive Committee:

a.  Violations on meter poles (distinguishing between the NEC and the NESC);

b.  Five-year reporting form

With regard to violations on metered poles, Scott Wheeler explained that wires leading to outbuildings from the last pole that is customer owned, for example, should fall under the NEC.  
Scott drew an illustration depicting a sample setting for the Committee:  a pole, with a meter base, which could be customer owned or owned by the power company and normally on a large lot.  When the power secondary may be attached to the top of the pole and is run down the pole to a meter base, through the meter base, back up to the top of the pole and then continues on to serve an out building, pump house or other structure.  The code changes from NESC to NEC at the service connection point.  It appears a service drop installed 12 inches lower than the power service would be to code due to the NESC rules changing to the NEC at the service connection.
Corey added that there was a demarcation point, after which PacifiCorp would not inspect.  Chair Wittmer indicated that the problem also exists in trailer parks, where pole ownership cannot always be determined.  Paul will be reporting back from the “code standards”.
The Committee discussed the Five-Year Reporting Form with Paul Birkeland.  He indicated he would speak with J.R. Gonzales regarding a confirmation letter that the example on the OPUC website is the final form.  He also noted that the form had been added to the OPUC website, but in PDF format.  He confirmed that it will be replaced with a version that can be populated.   
Next Meeting 
The July meeting time was changed.  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 20 at 2:00 p.m. in the Salem office, immediately following the Strategic Planning meeting.    
Adjourn

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:24 a.m.
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