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Public Utility Commission
550 Capitol Street NE/ Suite 215

Theodore R. Kulo^goski, Governor Mailing Address: PO Box 2148
Salem, OR 97308-2148

Consumer Services

1-800-522-2404

January 13, 2000 Local: 503-378-6600
Administrative Services

To: All electric utilities and telephone utilities and cable television operators 503-373-7394
in Oregon.

Re: Temporary Administrative Rule related to potential rental reductions for pole
attachments.

At the most recent Joint Use Task Force meeting, we were made aware that some
utilities have sent letters to attaching entities informing them that because they are not in
compliance, they are ineligible to receive any rental reduction. We have also heard that
some of the letters offered little or no documentation of the non-compliance. The intent
of this letter is to make you aware of the requirements of the temporary rule, a copy of
which is attached to this letter.

HB 2271 requires a rental reduction for a licensee effective January 1, 2000, unless a
utility can show that the licensee violated PUC rules or the contract that the licensee has
with the utility. The new law also requires the utility to give the licensee written notice if
the utility contends that the licensee should lose some or all of its rental reduction.

The temporary rule sets out what information a utility must put in its written notice.
Specifically, the temporary rule requires the utility to: (1) point out how and when the
licensee violated PUC rules or the contract it has with the utility; (2) state how much of
the rental reduction the utility believes the licensee should lose as a result of the
violations; and (3) specifies any losses the utility claims that stem from the violations.

The temporary rule does not require that a utility give a copy of the written notice to the
PUC. The PUC will get involved in resolving a dispute between a licensee and a utility
only if the licensee disagrees with the claim made by the utility in the written notice. If
the licensee disagrees, it may send a letter to the utility stating the basis for its
disagreement. At the same time the licensee must also send a true copy of the utility's
written response as well as its letter of disagreement with the written notice, to the PUC,
so the agency is aware of the dispute.

The PUC will set up dockets to resolve disputes between licensees and utilities.
In resolving the disputes, the PUC will apply whatever rules existed at the time of the
alleged violations. That is, it will use its existing rules to decide disputes that arise up to
the time the PUC adopts new rules. After the new rules are in place, the PUC will use
those rules to resolve disputes that involve alleged violations occurring on and after the
effective date of the new rules.

The PUC will want to resolve any dispute - - whether it arrives under the old and new
rules - - but not until after the new permanent rules are in place. The PUC will need to
wait for the new rules because the new rules will give the agency some guidance on any
policy questions that may arise.
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Please note that the temporary rule deals only with procedure. The PUC will deal with
the do's and don'ts of the pole attachments when it, with the assistance of the task force,
amends its existing rules.

If you have any questions regarding this temporary rule, feel free to call me at the
number below.

Jerome A. Murray

Program Manager
Utility Safety & Reliability Section
(503) 378-6626
e-mail: ierr/.murrav(%state.or.us

attachment: temp rule



X)regon Public Utility Commission
550 Capitol Street NE
Salem, OR 97310-1380

John A. Kitzhaber, M.D., Governor

June 6, 2000
^^s^
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TO: All Oregon Electric Utility Operators

RE: 2000 Incident Report

OPUC Staff recently completed the annual report on personal injuries reported to the OPUC in

1999. These incidents are related to utility facilities and include injuries to utility personnel,

non-utility workers and members of the public.

Staff prepares this report so that utilities have statewide information to direct their safety

programs in the most effective manner. The report gives details concerning the "Who, What,

Where, and When/5 utilizing text and graphics. Included are a summary and recommendations.

Please pass this report around to those in your utility that would find the information of interest.

Feel free to make copies.

Also enclosed is a revised "Electric And Communication Incident Report" form. Please make 2-

sided copies of this form for your use. Remember to discard all older forms. ^

If you need further information or have ideas to improve future reports, please contact Bob

Sipler.

Bob Sipler
Sr. Utility Analyst
Utility Safety & Reliability
(503)373-7451
Fax: (503) 373-7752
e-mail: bob.sipler@state.or.us

Enclosures
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Public Utility Commission
550 Capitol Street NE, Suite 215

Theodore R. Kulo^goski, Governor Mailing Address: PO BOX 2148
Salem, OR 97308-2148

Consumer Services

1-800-522-2404

Local: 503-378-6600

Administrative Services
October 6,2000 ^ """""""503-373-7394

To: All electric utilities and telephone utilities and cable television
operators in Oregon.

Re: Revision of OPUC staff policy on line inspection requirements

The intent of this letter is to make you aware of revisions to staff's
policy regarding the obligations to perform regular inspections of
electric supply and telecommunication facilities. The obligations to
inspect and maintain overhead and underground facilities are
mandated by Oregon Revised Statute 757.035 and are more
specifically addressed in Rules 121, 214, and 313 of the National
Electric Safety Code (NESC). A copy of Rule 214 for overhead lines
is attached.

Staff's line inspection policy was originally published in 1987 and has
been in effect since that time. The attached revision is intended to
provide clarification regarding the scope and who must adhere to the
terms and conditions set forth. It also firms up some maintenance
program obligations for utility operators and provides more specific
guidelines for performing management quality assurance checks of
inspections performed by your personnel.

One of the reasons for issuing the revised policy at this time is
because more telecommunication entities are installing and operating
new lines on Oregon's utility rig hts-of-ways. These additional lines
are making inspection and joint-use responsibilities more complex.
Also, some utility operators, both electric supply and
telecommunication line entities, have facilities that are not in
compliance with the policy and its specific requirements. OPUC staff
feels that revising and reissuing the policy is necessary to ensure that
all utility operators are fully aware of their inspection and
maintenance responsibilities.
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Another reason to emphasize this policy is that electric contact
incidents and injuries have been high in the last few years for utility
line workers. According to OPUC records, Oregon set an
unacceptable new record with at least nine utility workers injured in
1998, and there have been 45 injured over the last seven years
because of contacts with electric supply lines. The purpose of the
NESC and of this policy is to safeguard persons against accidents
due to unsafe line conditions, both for utility employees and members
of the public. Adherence to the attached policy is a critical element in
keeping Oregon's lines safe and trouble-free.

Please review this policy carefully within your own organization.
Because it applies to the entire utility community, please circulate it to
other parties such as polejoint-use attachers, association members,
or anyone else who may be affected by the language of the policy.

In closing, please take special care to ensure that all workers on your
respective systems are fully aware of the obligations set forth in the
policy. The rules and requirements of the NESC are not only state
law, but are practical, time tested rules designed to provide the
proper level of safety for utility employees, as well as for members of
the general public. If you have any questions regarding NESC rules,
feel free to call me at the number listed below or Bob Sipler at (503)
373-7451.

\Jerome A. Murray
Program Manager
Utility Safety & Reliability Section
(503)378-6626
e-mail: jerry.murray@state.or.us

Attachments



Oregon Public Utility Commission
Staff Policy

Line Inspection Requirements For Utility Operators

1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to clarify the line inspection requirements ofANSI-C2, National
Electrical Safety Code (NESC), as interpreted by the administrative authority. Specific reference is
made to NESC Rule Nos. 012, 013, 121, 214, and 313.

In order to ensure that overhead and underground lines are kept in a safe and relatively trouble-free

condition, Utility Operators must make a thorough inspection before a new installation is put into

use and at sufficient internals thereafter. Intervals are determined by considering: age and condition

of line, previous inspection and maintenance programs, soil and environmental conditions, weather,

and quality of line materials, workmanship and design. Inspections should be preventive in nature

and intended to effect repairs previous to failures.

2. SCOPE

This policy applies to the inspection by Utility Operators of all electrical supply and
communication lines, both overhead and underground.

3. DEFINITIONS

Lines - Those conductors rights-of-way, supporting structures, and associated equipment used to

transmit electric supply energy or communication signals. (Such lines include electric supply,

telephone, cable television, and similar utility lines.)

Utility Operator - Any person, company, utility, or municipality, pursuant to ORS 757.035, who is

involved in the construction, operation, or maintenance of electrical supply and signal lines.

4. WRITTEN PtOLICIES AND STANDARD PRACTICES

Each Utility Operator shall have clearly written policies and work practices for its overhead and
underground line inspection programs, including: new installation inspections, on-going cyclic

inspections of existing lines and substations, and the utility's record keeping system that tracks code

violations until corrected.

5. INSPECTION RESPONSIBILITIES (Also see item 7d of OPUC Policy entitled Safety Provisions for
Joint-Use of Poles)

Each Utility Operator shall conduct the applicable inspections listed in a., b., c. and d. below.

Inspections b. and c. shall be done at such inter/als as experience has shown to be necessary in

accordance with good practice for the given local conditions.

a. Inspections of New and Repaired Installations

Each new line installation shall be closely checked and corrected for compliance with the
NESC before being placed into service.

b. Public Safety Inspections

Public safety inspections are intended to identify hazards and right-of-way encroachments

that can be seen during a patrol. These inspections shall include all overhead lines and other

accessible equipment. For electric utilities, the maximum cycle length shall not exceed two

years. Substations should be inspected monthly.
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X)regon Public Utility Commission
550 Capitol Street NE
Salem, OR 97310-1380

John A. Kitzhaber, M.D./ Governor

October 12, 2000

To: All electric utilities in Oregon.

Re: Oregon Utility Vegetation Management Conference.

This letter is intended to make you aware of the conference referenced above and to
provide you with registration information, should you wish to have people from your
organization attend.

The conference promises to be extremely informative and offers all that attend an
opportunity to interact with a wide variety of vegetation management professionals, as
well as with peers from the utility community.

The 1999 conference was well attended and all attendees were very complimentary of
the content of the agenda. Because we believe that the 2000 conference will be equally
well received, OPUC staff strongly encourages you to have your organization
represented.

If you have any questions, feel free to call me at the number listed below.

Î.^M^L^
Jerome/\ Murray (
Program Manager
Utility Safety & Reliability Section
(503) 378-6626
e-mail: jerry.murray@state.or.us

Attachment
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Public Utility Commission
550 Capitol Street NE, Suite 215

Theodore R. Kulo^goski, Governor Mailing Address: PO BOX 2148
Salem/OR 97308-2148

Consumer Services

1-800-522-2404

Local: 503-378-6600
December 29, 2000 Administrative Services

503-373-7394

To: All electric utilities in Oregon.

Re: Electrical substation security.

During recent inspection tours across the state, OPUC staff members have observed
circumstances related to electrical substation security that constitute a significant safety
hazard to the public. Specifically, within the last three months, staff members have been
able to literally walk into five substations. Although all the gates had some type of
locking mechanism, by pulling up and out, we were able to open them.

The purpose of this letter is to re-emphasize the requirements of the National Electrical
Safety Code (NESC), as it relates substation security measures. Rule 110 is very
specific regarding minimum protective requirements. Staff strongly recommends prompt
and continuing compliance inspections of your substations.

As the minimum, inspections at monthly intervals are suggested for such crucial
installations as electrical substations. Particular attention needs to be given to
inspection of substation fences and gates to ensure that they, as stated in Rule 110,
"limit the likelihood of entrance of unauthorized persons or interference by them with
equipment inside."

Critical items to be aware of when performing inspections are:

• Gaps and erosion under fencing and gates.

• Adequate fence heights (at least six feet of fabric) and barbed wire top
assemblies. A total height of not less than seven (7) feet is required.

• Gates capable of being securely locked. (Chains are recommended.)

• Suitable warning signs at all gates and on fencing as required. (Note: ANSI
Z535.1-1991, ANSI Z535.2-1991, ANSI Z535.3-1991, ANSI Z535.4-1991, and
ANSI Z535.5-1991 contain information regarding safety signs.)

• Proper grounding/bonding techniques for fences and gates.

• Substations free of stored material and equipment not essential to the
maintenance of installed equipment.

• Outside perimeter of substation fences free of objects that would provide access.
(i.e., trees, shrubs, vehicles, fences, buildings, etc.)



All Electric Utility Letter about Substation Safety
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The rules and requirements of the NESC are not only state law, but are practical, time
tested rules designed to provide safety minimums for utility employees, as well as for
members of the general public. If you have any questions regarding NESC rules, feel
free to call me (number below) or Bob Sipler at (503) 373-7451.

^./t4^—\
f Jerome A. Murray

Program Manager
Utility Safety & Reliability Section
(503) 378-6626
e-mail: jerry.murray@state.or.us



Oregon Public Utility Commission
550 Capitol Street .NE, Suite 215

Salem/ OR 97301-2551
John A. Kitzhaber.M.D., Governor • (503)373.7394

August 20, 2001

To: All Electric Utilities

RE: Report - Personal Injury Incidents Reported to the OPUC in 2000

Enclosed is the 2001 Utility Electric Contact Incident Report. This report was compiled by the
Safety and Reliability Section of the OPUC. It covers incidents reported in 2000.

Our purpose in distributing this report is to provide information and analysis to help Oregon

electric utilities better target their safety and accident prevention programs.

In addition to this hard copy of the report, you can find the report (and lots of other information)

on the OPUC web site at http://www.puc.state.or.us/. Once in the web site, look for "Safety",

and then select your choice in the safety menu.

If you have any comments or questions related to the report or the safety section of the PUC web

site, feel free to cftQ^ct me or Jerry Murray (503) 378-6626, or email, jerry.murray@state.or.us.

Bob Sipler
(503)373-7451
e-mail: bob.sipler@state.or.us

Enclosure


























































































